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Dear Bob: 

i off\ sorry not to have had a chance to reply sooner to your letter of 
January 5. 

t would have no hesltatlon in addins my own strong endorsement to the 
promotion of Dr. Barton Childs to the rank of Professor, As you know, we 
would have been very much interested in Barton for a similar post at the 
University of Wisconsin and he was considered to be very well qualified by 
our colleayues generally for a comparable or even more responstbls position 
here at Stanford. Everyone i know In the field of pediatrics-genetics has a 
very high regard for him. I should say thet this regard is based more on his 
talent for brinyfng together clinical insight and a broad scientific back- 
ground rather than for striking originality in medical genetics as a bianetrical 
or a btochemical dIsciplrne. However, I would thfnk snouyh of his ovetsll 
ability to have no hesitation in proposing him for a sinflrr rank in my own 
dopertment and his reputed clinical ability could only sdd to his merits for 
a Depsrtment of Pediatrics. We certainly need more men like Barton Child8 to 
bring the massage of basic genetic research to clinical teaching and general 
prsct ice. If I may just take the opportunity to put in one more plug, I 
would say that he would be especially valuable in an environment where he 
remafnr in close contact with basic research programs in genetics. 

Cordially, 

Joshua Ledsrberg 
Professor of Ganotics 


